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I hope that his goodness, which has not forsaken me
on [past] occasions, will assist me still; he and I are
able to trample down all the difficulties which might
oppose themselves. It is much to be 7n medio nationis
[123] prave, to be all alone in the midst of a depraved
nation without Mass, without Sacrifice, without Con-
fession, without Sacraments; but his holy will and
his sweet command are well worth that. He who has
preserved us without these helps, by his holy grace,
the space of eighteen or twenty months, will not
refuse us the same favor,—us who do not intrude
ourselves, and who undertake this journey only to
please him alone, against all the inclinations of
nature. He who shall go with me must be good,
virtuous, qualified for leadership, courageous, and
willing to endure something for God. It would be
expedient that he should be able to make canoes,
so that we may go and come independently of the
Savages.”’

On the sixteenth of May, 1646, this good Father
left three rivers, in company with Sieur Bourdon,
the engineer of Monsieur the Governor. His jour-
ney having been described in the preceding Relation,
I will not speak of it further: Sieur Bourdon has told
me that this good Father was indefatigable; that
they suffered extremely on that road of iron. In
short, they arrived [124] at three rivers,—having
accomplished their embassy,—on the day of Saint
Peter and Saint Paul, the 2gth of the month of June.



